


From the Village Hall walk up the right hand side of The Street to the 

T junction.  Then facing down The Street return to the Village Hall on 

the right. See map for locations 
 

The Old School Built in 1732 by Robert Cole who left £4. Pa towards the 

education of poor children; this developed into the Parish School and 

Willingale School was opened in 1863 as a Church of England controlled 

school and was finally closed in 1985. 
 

Calders  Built in 1600 this was a shop and post office from 1800 until 

closed in 1967 
 

The Forge  
 

Manns Yard This area was owned from 1906 by Harry Mann; His wife, 

Flossie, had one of the shops and also sold antiques from a Barn in the 

yard. Harry was a contractor, a haulier, first with a horse and cart and then 

lorries, he was a coal merchant, and hired out cars. After he died in his 

90’s in 1971 the land was sold for housing. 
 

The Old Stores  Built in 1893 this was Flossie Mann’s shop at one time 

and continued to trade as a general store and later the Post Office until 

1984. 
 

Ayletts Built in circa 1650 as an Inn, “The Green Man”. Later it was the 

Village shop, then a working Mens’ club; more recently used as the HQ 

for the anti-airport campaign and now The Cleminson Trust, given to the 

village by F. J. Cleminson of Spain End in memory of his daughter, Lallie, 

who died in 1912.  
 

Why two churches in one churchyard?  It is thought that in the 14th 

century the village population greatly increased due to the flourishing 

woollen industry in the area. Rather than pull down the existing St. 

Andrews & All Saints church to rebuild a larger one, the D’Ou family built 

a second church, St. Christophers, on the already consecrated land thus 

causing minimal disruption in creating a new parish and providing a 

second priest for the village. 
 

St. Christophers Church  The parish church of the combined parishes of 

Willingale Spain, Willingale Doe, Shellow Bowells and Burners Roding 

which was built in the 14th century with  later additions. 



 

St. Andrews & All Saints Church The older and smaller of the two 

churches this 12th century church and was made redundant in 1929. It has 

been restored and is now owned and managed by the Churches 

Conservation Trust.  
 

The Top House formerly a public house called the Maltsters Arms, this 

pub was called “the Top House” in the Village. It closed in 2001. It was 

once known as “The Ship & Shovel” 
 

Spain End Built in the early 19th century on the site of a mediaeval 

moated homestead, this house was formerly the rectory of Willingale 

Spain .There was a large thatched barn on the south side with a sweet shop 

attached. The barn was burnt down in a fire started by a spark from a 

passing traction engine. 
 

Bell House This 16th and 17th century building was previously a public 

house called The Bell which was closed in 1988 There was once a cottage 

on the north side and a garage and petrol pump on the south side. 
 

The following two houses are further afield  
 

Pound House At one time this 17th century house was known as the Cat 

and Kittens because it had a single storey dwelling on each side of the 

main building. This was divided into two cottages and the bedrooms for 

the single storey buildings were said to have been in the attic above the 2 

cottages in the main building! 
 

Dukes Farmhouse this Tudor farmhouse was built in the 16th century and 

had been divided into two dwellings. In the 1950’s the house became 

dilapidated when it was run as The Pamela Scott Dog Shelter with 70 dogs 

running loose in the house, the grounds and the village. It was restored in 

the 1960’s 
 

Two properties of note although not easily seen from public footpaths are 

Spains Hall, a 15th century manor house and Torrells Hall,  a 16th century 

house with a fine 18th century brick façade  


